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Stop Ihe Escalator 
-I worn to get off! 




Dafty Worker assure us we are 
^ at a irine of rising protest on Vietnam. 
The .^fj'rror, well*ifnown for its oppor* 
tunism, berates Harold Wilson on his 
silence on Viclnam and quotes (lo assure 
its readership that this is no eccentric 
quirk on the part of Ihe Mirror) that 
I he A/rH' Stotesoum, the Guardian and 
the Observer are asking the same ques¬ 
tions. There has been that verbal abor* 
lion^ it *teach-in' at University College. 
London, in co-operaiion wUlx London 
School of Economics, We arc promised 
two public meetings, one at Hackney 
Tow'n Hall by British Coundl for Peace 
ill Vietnam, with Hugh Brock, David 
Weitzman. Gordon Schaffer, and Pal 
Arrowsmith, on June 16, and an even 
more star-studded effort at Church 
House. Westminster, on June 24, with 
Isaac Deutscher, Kingsley Martin, 
Michael Foot, Ian Mikardn, and Lord 
Brock way in the chair. 

Commendable as all these efforts are 
one cannot help wondering: why so 
late? 

The Worker demonstrates its usual 
ot th« 

Country b now' liberated' b its headline 
on June 12, The Mirror has up to now 
displayed its quota of ‘Vietnam troops 
questioning a prisoner' pictures w'ithout 
any show of pity; the Stateyman 

did its part in electing and supporting a 
Government which has never questioned 
the US standpoint. The Guardtafi and 
Observer have, up to recently, been con¬ 
tent to stand by and *tut-tut' from time 
to time. 

One b forced to the conclusion that 
much of the official peace talk being 
heard today is based on one side from 
a steadily growing conviction that the 
Americans cannot win: on the pro- 
Communisi side (Russian and Chinese) 
there is a conviction that although the 
Viet<;ong are winning, if the war goes 
on much longer the people of Vietnam 
will not obey whoever ‘liberates* them. 
There also exbts the thought that the 
importani question is whether China or 
Russia become the liberators'. A home¬ 
made liberation' is undesirable for both 
types of Communism. 

Coupled with the knowledge of Ameri¬ 
can failure is a conviction that the 
Americans are inepi as allies and a 
reinforcement, from right and left, of a 
chauvinism that affinns that the British 
are the best fighters in the world and 
they would not make the same crude 
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mistaiics which the Yankees have done. 
(After all, it b argued, look w'hat we 
did in a similar situation in Malaya— 
under a Labour Government loo.) Tills 
anii*Amcricanism is the favourite stock- 
in-trade of the Communists. 

True, the Americans have boobed 
atrociously but this is inherent in the 
nature of their search ftvr power and 
stability, and b not due to some defect 
in President Johnson's character. Gold- 
w'ater would, in fact, have done the 
same things and taken just as bad a 
tumble. 

First, it was okay to let the Vict-Cong 
take the country so long as the Ameri¬ 
cans ‘advised’ in the towns. Secondly, 
the bombing raids w'ould cut off the 
Viet-Cong supplies and hold up their 
aiiacks. Tliirdly, the rainy season w-ould 
immobihze these attacks. The VieL 
Cong have virtual control of countiy' areas 
and are now menacing the towns. Viet- 
Cong supplies are so minute and their 
transport is so largely' by manpower 
and, furthermore, extra supplies axe 
obtained from their opponents who are 
mo^ th* 

Vict-Cong being stripped down to bare 
essentials, can live Tough' off the 
country, and their mobility during the 
rainy season is not affected In the same 
way that troops who depend upon large 
quantities of matincl and K-rations 
which has to be brought through hostile 
country by vchides which bog down in 
the rain swamps. 

In the face of all this, and of yet 
another change in the Vietnam Govern¬ 
ment, the Americans played one of their 
most dangerous cards. An implication 
that they would give active support to 
Vietnam troops. Up to now they have 
kept up the pretext that they wore mere 
‘advisers'. 

This seems lo have upset the whole 
of the liberal left who seem to have 
been quite content with the pose of 
'advisers' but felt that to stop pretending 
was going too far. 

One wonders whether, if Kennedy, or 
Johnson had kept their promise to demo¬ 
cratise Vietnam all this would have 
happened. One also wonders whether, 
if the French Communists who were 
then in the Government had kept their 
promises to the Viet-Minh, the French 
would have lost fndo-China. 

One also wonders w'hetlter, if Johnson 
had succeeded in Vietnam, the left 
would have protested. Nothing succeeds 
like success and we have tJie example 
of Malaya where a Labour Britain has 
far more forces tied down than the US 
has in Vietnam. 

Welcome as alt these late recruits to 
the anti-Vietnam-or-Viet-Cong-War cam¬ 
paign are, it is obvious that the people 
of Viclnam arc suffering and will con¬ 
tinue to suffer whoever becomes ihcir 
master* 

The atrocity is war itself and war is 
the means by which a ruling-class, 
Catholic or Buddhist, Capitalist-Im¬ 
perialist, Communist or Communial* 
Revisionist, can keep itself in power. 

It is only to that extent one welcomes 
any attempts to end the war in Vietnam 
—North and South. One supports these 
belated peace movcmenis, but further 
liberation* of Vietnam must be the work 
of the people of Vietnam themselves 
and 'a plague upon both houses of right 
and left'! 

Jack Robjmsok. 


Ovii Government . . . h in reality 
instituted for the defence of the rich 
against the poor, or of those who 
have some property against those 
who ha ve none at all, 

Adam Smith, 


Abolish Ihe 
Homosexuality’ 


ITOMOSEXU is one of 

^ those subjects* abortion and 
'colour', where thought is 

so clouded over with prejudice, that 
clear public discussion of the real 
issues is very hard to find indeed. 

Add to this pohtK^l expediency, 
especially at t’tnc when sleitder 
majorities have }<' be carefully 
nursed, cind there is small hope tha't 
the Labour Government will do 
other than play safe and will leave 
Ihe law relating to male homo* 
sexuality exactly 3s it svas intro¬ 
duced in the reign of good Queen 
Victoria, (The original Bill, inci¬ 
dentally, included female homo* 
sexuality within its repressive scope, 
but good Queen Victoria is said to 
have expressed such horror and dis¬ 
belief that women could do iliat 
sort of thing, thal the section re¬ 
ferring to that was struck out! Thus 
it was that male homosexuality be¬ 
came an indictable offence, while 
lesbians have enjoyed immunity 
from legal prosecution.) 

But now' an txld drcumstancc has 
ariseiK and those of our fellow- 
travellers who are very anarchistic 
between elections but trot out a 
variety of specious argumetits for 
voting (Labour, of a)urse) when the 
polling booths open, must be blink¬ 
ing owlishly at the spectacle of the 
House of Lords pre^ssing for a re¬ 
form while the House of Commons 
(half empty) rejects it! 

A change in the homosexuality 
law has been hoped!for, ever since 

ar acts be- 


ihe VVoIfend^i 


tween consenting ^ults should not 

be punishable by law. Tlte other 
half of that Report made suggestions 
for ‘cleaning up" fjrostitution and 
some of us prophesied immediately 
that this section would be acted 
upon and the more liberal half 
would be ignored. How right we 
w'ere! But then it is really not very- 
hard iQ foretell; the governments 
w'ill alw'ays act more quickly when 
repression is asked for than when a 
libertarian act is suggested* 
ft is now eight years since Wo I fen- 
den raised hopes that the cruel 


Law! 

Victorian law would be reformed, 
if not abolished. For seven of those 
years the Tories ruled us—and no¬ 
body thought they^ would do any¬ 
thing. Now, within eight months of 
Labour coming to power, things are 
on the move* And what things! 

In the House of Lords, Lord 
Armn, an eccentric peer who looks 
a bit of a nut on the Telly, but hat 
certainly turned up trumps on this 
issue* moved a bill for repealing the 
law againsi male homosexuality. 
Back-bench Tory peers and Bishops 
supported him! With liberal and 
enlightened speeches they surprised 
everybody, to the extent that poor 
old Labour l^rd Attlee joined them 

although he had not moved on tlie 
issue during his six years of office 
with a huge majority—and it was 
the Labour leader in the Lords who 
had to defend the existing law, in 
company with Viscount Mont¬ 
gomery and ex-Lord Chief Justice 
Goddard! Lord Arran’s motion 
won a handsome majority* 

The following week in the Com¬ 
mons, back-bench Labour MF Leo 
Abse moved a private member's bill 
on the same lines as Lord Arran’s, 
Apparently our enlightened Labour 
represenialives did not consider this 
important mue. dM n’ i 

“Dother to turn up, 'to the TonS^in 
the Commons. led by arch-reac¬ 
tionary Cyril Osborne, defeated the 
motion there, with a very small vote. 

So now, thanks to the vagaries of 
our democratic, iw^o-chamber sys¬ 
tem, we have the intriguing spectacle 
of the House of Lords appearing to 
be more enlightened and reformist 
than the Commons under a Labour 
Government. Back to square one. 

Tliis would be a depressing, if 
cynically amusing, picture if we 
thought of social progress only as 
being represented by changes in the 
law* But we don’t. In these matters 


the law always lags considerablv be¬ 
hind public opinion and, in the 
changed attitudes on sexual mauers 
today, we maintain thal there is a 
much greater tolerance of deviation 
from the norm in sexual behaviour. 
It would no doubt be false to say 
that homosexuals enjoy any kind of 
approval generally. In fact there 
may well be disapproval of what 
they do—or arc thought to do— 
but no longer any desire among the 
general public lo punish them for it. 
as long as their actions hurl nobody 
else. 

This, ^Tfier all, is the extent of 
tolerance that we can expect for any 
devialionisls, and is the absolute 
minimum of freedom acceptable 
and is the recommended extent of the 
change iti the law by Wolfenden, 
.Arran, and Abse. 

Il is little enough, and we do hope 
that w'c are not going to be de¬ 
nounced as bourgeois refonnists, if 
we join in the demands for the 
abolition of the laws specifically re¬ 
lating to male homosexuality. That 
one section of the community (the 
unhappy half-million they were 
called in the Lords) should be 
.selected for repression and punish¬ 
ment. when medical opinion shows 
clearly that their deviation k inborn 
or due to early conditioning rather 
than freely accepted, is as bad as 
racial discrimination at its w'orst. 

For us, the is*sue is simple: it is 
the issue of personal sexual free¬ 
dom. And this means the freedom 
9L persons—of 
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buggeFed agarnst their vvdis, cer¬ 
tainly; of girls not to be raped, of 
course—and of individuals not to 
be punished because their patterns 
of behaviour do not confirm to that 
professed by the majority. Relation¬ 
ships freely entered into for the ex¬ 
pression of love cannot be bad^ and 
the extent to which w'e accept free¬ 
dom for homosexuals is an im¬ 
portant measure of the extent to 
which we have achieved truly liber¬ 
tarian thinking on sex. U is all part 
of the general sexual revolution, 
which still has a long way to go, 

P,S, 


THE ECONOMIC CIRCUS 


■piVER SINCE the accession of the 
^ Labour government last autumn, the 
newspapers have regaled u.s with horrify¬ 
ing stories of the imminent collapse of 
the economy, which was supposed to be 
a consequence of the international finan¬ 
cial world’s lack of trust in the ’socialist* 
government. SLmiiltaaeously, Wilson, 
Brown and their cotteagues have been 
blaming every difficulty thai might lead 
to loss of popularity with the voters, on 
the machinations of the ‘gnomes of 
Zurich' who are supposed to be plotting 
their downfall out of fear and hatred of 
socialism* 

Both of these lines arc, of course, the 
currency of political mass journalism, on 
the basis of which our supposedly edu¬ 
cated democracy forms its judgements. 
Firstly, the economy is not controlled to 
any important extent by the elected 
government, but largely by directors of 
companies like ICL Professional civil 
servants and manipulators of money in 
the Ciiy and, in view of thak the present 
governmenfs policy is not, and cannot 
be, differenl in any subsianiial way from 
that of the previous one. Secondly, 
however much we dislike the activities 
of the gnomes of Zuriclk they obviously 
have considerable knowledge and ability 
in making financial judgements, and they 
would not have risen to the top of their 
profession if they had seen a red revolu¬ 
tion on the horrizon every tioie a social 
democratic government was elec led lo 
office. 

However, after eight months of hearing 
from Canservatlve poUBcians and the 
press that the import siu^arge, the high 
bank rate, and the weakness of sterling, 


due directly to the Labour government, 
have been leading the country lo disaster, 
the news during last weekend was that 
business men who had been enjoying a 
boom for all this time, were beginning 
to wonder whether it could last much 
longer! 

THE ROLE OF THE PRESS 

The result of all Ibis must surely con¬ 
vince anyone, or confirm those who 
knew it already, that the press is not 
out to creaie a well-informed climate of 
opinion in which democracy can Sourish, 
but lo confuse the issues in people's 
minds for the benefit of the political 
interests which it serves. This was the 
gist of George Brown’s weekend contri¬ 
bution, in which he attacked the con¬ 
spiracy against Ihe government. However, 
instead of calling on the people lo set up 
a newspaper which would not be under 
the control of capitalist finance, which 
would be the logical answer to the 
problem he raised, he ended his speech 
with a dramatic call to disbelieve any 
criticism of the Labour gos^ernment that 
appeared in print, stop going on strike, 
and to refuse to buy goods for which the 
housewife knows she is being over¬ 
charged. In other words while the Tory 
press wants everyone to believe thal their 
economic difficulties arc due to the 
Labour government's policies, which 
they find uncomfortable. Brown wants 
everyone to believe that they are due 
to the particular thorns thal are gelling 
in his fiesh. 

All this propaganda lakes il for granted 
that the most important contribution lo 
the world’s wealth is being made by the 
people who, either in London, New 


York or Zurich, manipulate the stock 
exchanges and deal in currency and 
finance, or by politicians whose laws may 
affect what they do to a minor degree, 
and this notion is obviously reflected in 
the salaries that these people revive, 
compared with those of ordinary workers! 
If there were any truth at all in the idea 
that politicians and financiers have a 
necessary part to play in a rational eco¬ 
nomic system, then they have made a 
hell of a mess of the present one* 

THE FAILURE OF CAEITAIJSM 

The anarchist case is based on the fact 
that financiers and politicians are not 
only unnecessary, but that their activities 
distort the economic system and deprive 
the working people of the contort, 
security and fr^om, which could surely 
be available to everyone in this indus¬ 
trialised scientific and technological era 
which everyone praises so highly. 

Sixty years ago, when the world's 
capacities for production of material 
goods was less highly developed, the 
Labour Parly itself sei out to convince 
the workers of this truth, and we suggest 
that the reason why it failed was not that 
the idea itself was wrong, but that Ihe 
political path that the socialists chose, 
led those who bad found their personal 
anancipation in governmental power, to 
confuse and deceive the workers^ because 
having found a comfortable niche in 
capitalist society they were no longer 
eager to change it 

The r^I needs of the world’s popula¬ 
tion do not fluctuate from day to day, 

except for emergencies for which ade¬ 
quate provision would be made in a 

Centtniwd on pao* 4 
















TO FOYLE’S? 

YOU HELP FREEDOM IF YOU 
CET YOUR BOOKS FROM US 

NEW BOOKS 

The Plough Bov Tony Parker 30/- 
Colleered Later Poem?? 

William Carios Williams 25/- 
Science, Synthesi;: and Sanity 
G, Scott Williamson and I. Pcarsc 45/- 
Me and My Bike Dylan Thomas 35/- 
The French Socialists and Tripanistne 

B. D. Graham 4CI/- 
Eros Denied W'ay land Young 45/- 

Lcfi-HarKled Liberty 

John Arden 12/6, 5/- paper 
Women*?; International League for 
Peace and Freedom 

G- Bussey and M. Tims 40/- 
The Cuban Revolution and Laiin 

America B, Goldenberg 50/- 

A Sad Heart at the Supcminrket 

Randell Jarrell 21/- 
Jack London R. O’Connor 32/6 

The Homecoming Harold Pinler 12/6 
The Quest for Fellowship F. Zweig 30/- 
TTie Anarchists 

(ed.) Irving L. Horowitz 
(limited quantity paper-back) 10/- 
Rebel Voices (an IWTV Anthology) 84/- 


REPRINTS AND CHEAP EDITIONS 
A Singular Man J. P, Donlcavy 12/6 
H'ilfccs and Liberty G. Rude 8/6 

The Sexual Revolution 

Wilhelm Reich 2S/- 
Sex and Society Alex Comfort 3/6 
History of Western Philosophy 

Bertrand Russell 20/- 

INDIAN IMPRINTS 

Anarcho-Syndicalism Rudolf Rocker 7/6 
Anarchism and Other Essays 

Emma Goldman 7/6 
God and the State Michael Bakunin 6/6 
Anarchism in Socialistic Evolution 

Peter Kropotkin 1/3 
Meet Kropotkin 5/- 

Socialism and State Rudolf Rocker 1/3 
Does God Exist? Sebastian Faure 1/3 
Postage extra on order under £3. 


Freedom Bookshop 

(Open 2 pjD.—5,30 p.m, dallr; 
io a.m,—1 pjD. Tbursdays; 

10 a,tii .—5 ptin. Saturdays), 


17> MAXWELL ROAD 
FULHAM SWE Tel; REN 3736 



FREEDOM PRESS 
PURLieATIORS 


SELECriflNS FROM *FaE:EDOIV!^ 

Vol 2 1952: Postscript to Posterity 
Vol 3 1953: Colonialism on Trial 
Vol 4 1*J54: Living on * Volcano 
Vo) 5 1955: The Immoral Moralists 
Vol 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Waters 
Vol 7 195?: Year One—Sputnik Era 
Vol 8 1958 Soctaiisni in a Whedchaii 
Vol 9 1959: Print. Press Si Public 
vol 10 1960: The Tragedy of Africa 
Vol II 1961. The People in the Sireci 
Vol 12 1962; Pilkington v. Beeching 
Etch voiufire: paper 7/6 cloth fO/i 
The paper edittofl of the Srltciioiu it 
Availabk lo rcadcr> of FREEDOM 
af 5/i post free 

E, MALATESrrA 
Anarcdiy Paper 1/- 


PUOVDHOH 

What U Property? cloth 42/- _ 

ALEXANDER BERKMAN 
VBC of Anarch ism paper 2 /6 

HERBERT READ 

Poetry A Anarchisni paper 2/6 

ALEX COMFOR1 
Delinquency id, 

pTlJl7FXr/B AC HER 
Amrchiam (Seven Eiponents of (he 
Anarchiit PhiUnophy) cJi Kh 2D- 

RODOIJ^ ROC KER 
NaLiona[i#m and Culture 
cioih 21/- 

Carles maTritn ^ ^ 

Towards a Free Vociclv 2^6 

JOHN HEWFrSON 
^iFHcalth, poverty imd Ihe Sinie 
cloih }/6 paner ff- 

VOUNE 

Ntaeteen’ScvcfUaen (The Rusaian 
Revolution Belmyed) cloth 12/i 
The Unknown RevofuMon 
(Krooitndt I92L Ukrmina I9J8-21) 
doth ll/i __ _ 

E. A- GUFKIND 
Th« Expanding Envirorimenl 
fil i uR n iii) bcirdi 1/6 
GEORCK 

Th* Fi« hrm (SriMiiaM) St* 


London Anarchist Group/1 

"'Lamb and Flag”, Rose Street, Coven l 
Garden, W.CJ (near Garrick and King 
Sirccu: Leicester Square lube), 7 45 p m 
AJ) wekome 

SlJNDAyS 

JtJNl. 20 SajTi Farmrolf 
Plainly Speaking. 

JUNfv 27 Anthuay Grey 
laiw Kelorin. 


London Anarchist Group/2 

Public Meetings every Sunday Hyde Park 
3 p m Correi»pondcfiCe to J Rety, Hi 
Gilbert Place. W.C L 


NOrilNG IIIU. ANARCHIST 
GROUP. Secretary N H A O,, Flat L 
5 CulvilJe M o u i e , l.ondon, W, 11 
Meeltnii 2od and 4tli Thursday of each 
nionlh ai above addreai 


OFF-CENTRE LONDON 

DI80US8I0N MEETINBC 

3rd WedruMlay of cfcb mouLb at Jack 
Robimon and Mary Canipa*#* II RuiU' 
bold Rd , S W 6 (of Kifiri ft4 h i pm 
L^ fikOfiilt; Al Gaorga 


ANARGHIST FEDERATION 

OF BRITAIN 

Co-ordinailtii Secretary: Frank Hirsb- 
ficld. 4 Albert Si., Londan, N.W.l. 


REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

RIRMINGIUM ANARailSr GROUP. 

Details of meetings from Peter NeviUe, 
12 South Grove, Erdington. Jl'ham, 23. 
aRJSTOL FEHKRATION. Regular 
fortnigJdly mcelings Details from Ian 
Vino, 3 Froeland Place liotweil. Bristol, 
8 

C AMJIRIDfiE ANARdllSI <;R(HJP. 
Ciiniact V Madge, Newnham College. 
DUNDEE GHOUP, Contact Mike 
Mallet, 20 Souih George Street. Dundee 
Mectingi Safurdayi 2J0 pm- 
EDINHIIRGII ANAKdllbT C^ROI P, 
Ctjumet Douglas Truman, 13 Not!hum* 
berland Street 

GLAM^OW Aiq^RCIllST GROUP, 
fiorreapondence: Joe Emblelon, top L«ft* 

11 Balio) Strcci^ OlaSfC^w. 


Maye*', 174 McUod Road, S B 2 
lud Frlduy at Leilii's. 242 Amei- 

huiy Avenue* S.W 2 (Streaiham Hill, 
Nr. >Station) 

3rd Friday of each month at 8 pm, at 
Dgnald A Irene Rooum*f, I4«a Fellows 
Road. Swiss Cbiief*, N,WJ, 


TOMMY LEYDEN 

Dear Comrades. 

On Friday. June 4. 1965, an old Gla^o^ 
comrade. Tommy Laydcn, passed away at 
the age of 73. He was active in the 
movement for over fort>' years and 
remained so unto ihe end. Comrades 
jestingly said: Tommy is the best chalk 
printer in Glasgow', but the jest was, in 
a deeper sense, seriously meant. He 
look great pride in chalking ibc slreeis 
with slogans from ihc anarchist press 
and riglilly so as he did it so well and 
.so neatly, I remember during the strike 
of I he apprentices against the Bevin 
ballot scheme I first encountered *WAR 
COMMENTARY' FOR ANARCHISM 
printed in Brunswick Street with several 
slogans beneath or headlines of editorial 
an ides of the paper. This w as my first in- 
l.roductton lo anarchism as I had stopped 
to iislen lo the speakers after readirig 
the slogans. On the .same evening 1 met 
Tommy and we soon became friends and 
comrades. Tommy, in spile of his age, 
had a w ay with the young as well as the 
old, for he always remained young in 
heart and so lolerani. He never seemed 
to exhibit any hostility to persons but 
only lo political organisations and lo 
dogma. Periodically he would speak 
walh some hostility against the commu* 
nist party because of his past encounters 
with them in hb carl>' days; when they 
assaulted him on a few occasions for 
propagating anarchism. But he knew it 
w'as ihc doctrine they adhered to so 
religiously which caus^ them to aci in 
I his manner and he never held it against 
young communists but tried to teach them 
the hisloD’ of the party ihey were holding 


bui a demonstration of the length of 
the chain 

Tn the introduclion to Neizvestny’s 
work the names of Archipenko, Tati in, 
Goncharova, Larianov, Picasso, Leger, 
Zadkine, and Henry Moore are offered as 
the revolutionary forerunners of this 
work on display yet, with the exception 
of Leger, I would dismiss them all as 
having any influence. One name is miss¬ 
ing in this roll call of the unprotesting 
ancients, and that is that of Wyndham 
Lewis, for if Neizvestny's drawings evoke 
any emotional memories of the past it is 
that of the English nineteen twenties, the 
age of Bbist» mental muscle building and 
the dehumanizing of the human foi^ into 
toteniic characters, for here is a voice 
from the past claiming if anything a 
resurgence of the old VorticisLdurab ox 
school of middle class protest. 

Like unto Lewis’s armoured men of the 
twenties. Neizvestny’s nude figures twist 
and freeze in the unwieldly grace of 
armadilloed American football players 
caught in a camera’s lens for the muscles 
and the bone structures of these contorted 
bodies achie^e an ineffectual effect by 
the deliberate exaggeration of the isolated 
pans for which the strip cartoon charac¬ 
ter Popeye could stand as a fair example 
of the style. Yet if Neizvestny must be 
judges it must be by his sculpture and 
there is displayed within this gallery a 
number of small pieces not mentioned in 
the catalogue. These are his ‘Horror of 
War' group, yei their horror lies only in 
their title, for without foreknowledge 
they appear no more heiirt rending than 
a muscle bound version of the Ballets 
Russes, They stand passive and une- 
motionak a play upon planes, faceless 
moulds of clay evoking neither hate nor 
anger, pity or terror, as empey of emotion 


anc^aucc 

Tommy ii the Iubi of the old 
who gradiuittd to ^ 

>,dd ani t-parlixmcmxiy coaaDUflori, MiS^, 
lion in Glasgow. J 

A few of his cofnmdes were « Ib^ 
graveside with hrs reliiives and frioRb 
There was no sen tec. for Tom wm Wk 
atheisi and hb wiie respected \m vic«|. 
Hb comrades said nothing ii the 
side, but I'm sure they had mueto 
thought (.as I had! He will be sadly 
missed but noi forgotien, and we shall 
increase our efforts as a Iribuie and i 
living proof that his long years of actirily 
will not be in vam. 

This shall be his unwritten epitaph, 
On behalf of Glasgow anarchists, 

R lv\N 


LIBERTARIAN YOUTH 
SUMMER CAMP 

rpillS YEAR’S CAMP will be ai 
^ Aijjuille'i-eTi-Qucynis t Haute 
AlpeKh clove (o itie Ituliun Border* 
ITic camp she is situaled upproii- 
malely Imlfwas iilong ihe mud 
between iittuilles uucl Abries. 

ROl I'lTSt Lraln to Care dc 
lyiontdmiphtn (siu Paris-BHiin^ouh 
with a ctKineeiioii by cmitb to 
A brtCfj. 

ROADt Route Naiionule 202 to 
L’Esleycre then No* 547 for 10 kitt* 

We have iinly been sent one 
prospectus* We shwll duplicate 
some and semi them to people who 
want further details if iliey £mTo!»c 
stamped and addressed envelope* 


as a child's faceless doll. 

If one is bitter al this exhibition it 
is because il is offered as ihc woik of 
*ouc of the most hdlJiant and individual 
young sculptors In Rus-sia’ and the name 
of Henry Moore is included in the cata¬ 
logue as an influence* yet there h nothing 
of Moore’s monumental grandeur in 
this minor work, nothing of Epstein’s 
figures of tragic glory in these cute 
exercises. Take them for what they arc 
—a Hemingway in chalk and clay* 
Toughness in the abstract by a continual 
reitemtion on the mechanics of strength, 
but never about the intdicct or the emo¬ 
tion that balls the fist to a I tack or resist. 
Yet in the abstract one can stilt cvuite* 
fear and this is what the Israeli sculptor 
Ezra Orion at the Mercury Gallery at 
26 Cork Street. W.l, has succeeded in 
doing. His broken and twisted shards of 
welded metal have the black evil of ex¬ 
hausted shell fragments and the eyeless 
horror of pierced armour* Silent within 
this silent gallery they rest, the residue of 
dead flame, the end-product of hate, while 
across the road at the Waddington, at 
number two. Mr. Frost, Heron, Hilton 
and Wynter die a little and sigh a little 
according to Ihe canvas involved. Here 
is the fin-de-sidde of the thinics. so 
pretty that who dare protest at these 
inoffensive colours cuddling like kittens 
for otxr pleasure. E. M. Forster oace 
observed that to break a butterfly upon 
a wheel is a delicate task, and who would 
be cad enough to accept the task, for 
these paintings arc all that ts left to 
remind the world of today of the death 
of Valmouih and the late Cardinal Pirelli, 
and of the frightened giggle that tried to 
mock the beating of the drums and the 
stamping of the marching feet. 

ARTHLfR MOVSE* 


Conscience First! 


LETTER 


Dear Comnides, 

As one of those ‘intellectual acrobats' 
who think they can reconcile Catholicism 
and anarchism I read wiih great interest 
the article entitled The Pope's eoli for 
serviiity signed P.S. in FREEtx>M, May 
22, l%5. I may not be anarchist 

enough for P.S., but 1 was anarchist 
enough for the US Consul who had 
refused me an iinmigranl visa hecatisc 
1 was an anarchist (not because 1 was 
a Catholic!) 

But to the point: P*S* slates: . * * The 
Pope /t/m,rc// hits gone on rceard os 
foi'Ouring nofianal service and opposing 
consciendotis ahjecfian. Thai scared 
met How come? P.S. goes on to 
explain : To an midienee of 200 Belgiofi 
officers and men at the Vatican on 
April 21, the infallihie old man said 
(hat there n-as nothing incompatible in 
serving one^s country ax a warrior and 
in serving Christ at the same time. Is 
it all the old man said? I feel relieved, 
Bui I just can't see how' it implies favonr- 
tug national service or opftosing con¬ 
scientious objection. All the old man 
said was that if 1 want to be a warrior 
it’s O.K* If I refuse it's also 0,X* T 
am free to choose. Recently there has 
been a tendency among some Catholic 
pacifists lo project a peiiiion to the 
Holy Father urging him to condemn all 
war under any circumstances and forbid 
Catholics to take any part in it. Sup¬ 
pose he docs? What an outcry against 
papal despotism and interference in 
politics would that raise! 

1 am sure there is a corner in Heaven 
for Catholic soldiers (just as there must 
be one for Catholic cops). They don't 
know any belter and sincerely think 
thcyTe domg a useful job. Perhaps the 
Holy Father was merely praising iheir 
good intention? Anyw'ay, il doesn’t 
really matter what he meant. The old 
man was not being infallible at the time* 
He very^ seldom is. (I am sorry to 
disappoint P.S.) Firstly, he is infallible 
only in the field of religion. In the 
field of politics, economics, the weather, 
anything outside the field of religion he 
is as liable to make mistakes as P,S. 
and 1. Secondly, even in the field of 
religion he is not always infallible. He 
is infallible only when speaking ex 
cathedra ’^ich means solemnly invoking 
all lfi$ thcoTogical authority as Vicaf-erf 
Christ lo proclaim an article of faith to 
be accepted by all members of the 
Church* He is not infallible when he 
privately expresses his opinions to a 
group of Belgian soldiers or to the 
Freedom reporter. 

P.S, goes on lo quote Archbishop 
Florll: The Christian rdigion h a reli¬ 
gion of aarhoriiy which is inscribed in 
the divine revelations. Obedience to 
anthonty is a moral obligation. Obe¬ 
dience to what is taught and commanded 
by the Sacred Hierarchy is a condition for 
being faithful to Christ’s rdigion and in 
participating in all that Cod hav done 
for the salvation of man. Sounds bad, 
doesn't it? P.S. has a point here* 
Archbishop Fiorit's ccdl for servility 
might have met more sense as a title 
for his a rude. No ifs and bwts there. 
Ifs P.S. who says this, not 11 Because 
1 do have an if (or is it a but?): I am 
prepared lo accept Ihe authority referred 
to by Archbishop Florit in religious 
matters but not necessary elsewhere. I 
accept the authority of my doctor in the 
mailers of bodily health. I obey him 


when he forbids me to drink or smoke* 

I don't have to accept the doctors views 
on war, capkaUsm or the state, I obey 
the Church in spiritmatters. I don t 
have to accept the Pope's views on war, 
capitalism or the state* 

Do 1 ever intend to disobey? I can i 
imagine the Church explicitly ordering 
me to do something ethically wrong, 
such as killing pcopl<^^ Stale may. 

Then I do intend io disobey. And I 
Will remain a Catholic- Supcr-pairioitc 
members of ihe clergy may not like my 
attitude but they can't excommunicate 
me just for disobeying the Stale. 

Suppose, however, ih^ Pope explicitly 
orders me lo act against my conscience. 
I pray ii will never happen. But suppose 
it docs. I can*L lell whal I would do In 
a situation which I ean’l imagine* I 
can only quote a dogma cheerfully 
ignored by 99^, Caiholics. (1 can hardly 
blame P*S. if he has never heard of ill): 
A man is bound to follow' his conscience 
even if the judgment of his conscience be 
objectively false, tn the case of a con¬ 
flict between his conscience and Church 
dogma lie must follow his conscience 
even if it means excommunication. No 
one has e.\ pressed ti better than your 
countryman. Cardinal Ncw'man who said 
he would drink a toast Lo Conscience first, 
lo the Pope afterwards. Conscience first! 
What could be more anarchistic? 

In Christ the Rebel. 

.Montreal Jan W, Wnn^fio. 


I N 1962 KHRUSHCHEV joined voices 
with ex-President Tniman in a public 
denunciation of ’modern art'. The occa¬ 
sion for Khrushchev’s public display of 
intellectual stupidity was the Manege 
exhibibon. and the man fortunate enough 
lo win the ire of the Russian Philistine* 
was the sculptor Ernest Neizvestny. A 
friend of the poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko, 
and the painter Vassilliev, Neizvestny 
has, in a few brief years, watched the 
cast of this comedy for clowns stand upon 
their collective heads witii heroes cast 
for the role of villains, and villains 
becoming cultural pop idols. 

Bathing in the *shadow of the dead and 
deified Mayakov^y. they have become 
Ihc accepted spii^men for the avanl 
clas!^ and_ the 


^niciar ^rfresmol^^r (he new regime 
culturewise. Oiga l.^arli.sle, an accepted 
authority on the Russian intellectual 
climate and a torch bearer for Yevtu- 
shenko, has w^ritten that ^notliin^ is done 
to allow visils abroad by ihe most talen¬ 
ted So'Viet artists and painters; instead, 
’’offici a F’-minded and unimaginaiive 
writen; arc too ofieu sent on cuUurut 
exchanges’. 

A point of view that one would en¬ 
dorse, but felt might have been left 
uosaid, when one has accepted that fact 
that Yeviushenko can rank the role 
of international Fravda correspondent 
among his trophies, and Neizvestny's 
work is now holding pride of place with¬ 
in the Grosvenor Gallery' a I London's 28 
Davies Street. WJ. This gallejy, from 
small beginnings, has flowered into the 
London end of the official Moscow pipe 
line of the arts, and no work appears 
upon its walls that has not received the 
approval of the political powers and. that 
being so, if there is one word we can 
strike out of ihe lexicon of the arts 
it is rebel* for whatever is shown is 


ROUND THE GALLERIES 


Mcetingi at Horieohoe Bar, Drury Street, 
Tuesday! at S p.m. 

MANCHESTER fk SALFORD ANAR- 
OUST GROUP. For information con¬ 
tact c/o 4 Ouse St.* Weaste* Salford 5. 
Lancs. Open air meetings Sundays at 
Old Shamble*s, Victoria St. at 8 p.m. 
i III LOOM selling Saturday afternoon. 
Central Library. 

OFF-rENlRE DISCUSSION GROUP* 
Every Wednesday at Jack Geraghty's, 8 
York Road. Manchesler, 21. 
MERSEYSIDE FEDERATION. 
Cruiuirics: Barbara Renshaw, 4 Clarence 
Road. Devonshira Park, Birkenhead, 
(-'heshire. 

ORPINGTON ANARLTIIST GROUP. 
fCnockhuU. Nr. Sevenoaka* Kent. Every 
six weeks at Greenways, Knock holt. 
Phune. Knockholt 2316. Brian and 
Maureen Rtchardxon 
OAFORD ANAHOIIST cmOUP. Con- 
iBCt H G. Mdlor, Merlon College. 
Oxford 

SirUREY ANAROUSTS arc invited to 
meeting! on the first Thursday of every 
month at Chris Torrance’s (63 North 
Street. Carshallon, Surrey—please ring 
three times) and on the 3rd Tliurfday of 
every moalh al M. Dykw, 8 Court Drive, 
Sutton* Surrey. Both mcelin^i 7.30 pjn. 
SOUTHALL ANARCHIST GROUP* 
Get in touch wiih Roger Santdclk 58 
Burns Avenue, Southall, Middlesex. 


PROPOSED CROUPS 

NORTHOLT .ANARCHISTS. Projected 
formation of group contact Jim Huggins, 
173 KingshiU Avenue, Northolt, Middle¬ 
sex or Miss Jean McLean, 6 Epsom Close* 
Northolt Park, Middlesex. 

NOmNGIIAM. Anyone interested 
coniaci Peter Bowden, Flat 2* M Rec¬ 
tory Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham. 

SOLiTlI BEDS*. NORTH HERTS*, 
nil CHIN, LETCMWORTM. BIGGLES¬ 
WADE, BEDFORD. .Anyone interested 
forming a group contact Peter and 
Maureen Ford, 102 Stotfold Road. 
Arlesey. Beds. 

NORTH-WEST ESSEX* Close to W 
Suffolk, S.E. Oimbs. and N.E. Herts. 
Contact Robert Barltrop, The Old 
Vicarage, Radwinter, near Saffron 
Walden. 

HULL A YORKSHIRE {WASt Ridiu^. 
Anyone interested in forming anardxiit 
group contact R. A, Baker, 6 The Oval, 
Chestnut Avenue, Willcrby, E. Yorks. 
Phone: Hull 58543. 

SUNDERLAND (Co. Durham). Pro¬ 
posed Anarchist Discussion Group. (Syn¬ 
dic! ists welcome) at Geoff. Edwards, 
’Side House’, St. George's Terrace, Roker, 
Sunderland, Co Durham. 
































WHAT CAN A MAN DO ? 


I ]si an issue of FrE'E[ 30M rcceniJy 
we reprinted a 'piece’ unashamedly 
taken from Manas. Tl was by Milion 
Mayer. At an LAG meeting a frequenter 
said '1 never heard of Randolph Bourne 
and you VC given a lecture on him’. It 
uas pointed out that only by such raids 
upon the unknown could the froniiers 
of his knowledge be extended—or hia 
ignorance pushed back. 

Milton Mayer is no anarchist. In his 
book What Can a Man Dal he is 
described as a professing Jew, working 
for the Quakers and identifying with 
them so closely as to be mistaken for 
one. He is a frequent coniribntor to 
such American magaj'jnes as The Fro- 
gressive. Harpers, and Common Cmise, 
and the hook is a selection of essays from 
these magazine pieces. Some are mere 
trivialities but even those are redeemed 
from the commonplace. 

However, the bulk of the book is 
e.xcclicnt. The essay What Can a Man 
Dal docs not appear in this book but 
the title is aptly chosen. Jl is a question 
which frequently agitates the anarchist, 
particularly the new Tecruits’. fresh for 
worn out) from political movemenis, who 
need activity or even instruction. The 
title is echoed by Tolstoy, by Chemey- 
evsky, and even by Lenin. These have 
been Incitements to action. 

The progressive movements (to use a 
diche which they thoroughly deserve) 
are absorbed by ‘action’. To them truth¬ 
fully can be applied Nietzehe*s saying 
'Action has no sense; it merely binds us 
to existence’. Ethel Mannin once 
diagnosed the sickness of the Left as 
‘gawdsakitis’ ‘For gawd\s sake do 
jorneThing! ’ 

Milton Mayer is untouched by this 
mania. He is of ihe American quietist 
school of Thorcau and appreciates that 
there are many occasions when doing 
nothing is doing si3mething. For example 
Milton Mayer was a conscientious 
objector in World War II which may 
seem by some to be a neeative attitude 
which, as events develop seems to be a 
positive action. 

His philosophy is summed up in a 
Latin tag 'Prindplfs obsta’ which he him¬ 
self introduces in an arch manner fhis 
only stylistic fault) and which means 
'Reslsi the beginnings’. Basically this is 
the only anarcbist/pacinst answer to the 
question, TVhat would you do about 
Hitler?* This is one of the questions 
wh ich baffled many humanitarians and 
Tlfeertarians during the last war; faced by 
the dilemma w'hat to do about the totali- 
larian monstrosities at large in the world 
they opted for the lesser evil and in the 
words of one of the ex-radical poets 
fought for the bad against the worst'. 
Mayer s answer, which I think should be 
the answer of anarchists, is to resist 
totalitarianism in its beginnings wherever 
one comes directly into touch with it. 
The choice of the lesser evil of Wilson 
and Johnson with their gas and napalm 
in Vietnam in comparison with Home 
and Goldwater with their hypotheikal 
wars is no chojce at all and In fact, is 
not a choice which anarchists should 
make. 

Mayer faces up to this question in 
many spheres. He declined to fill up a 
passport form when handed one at Berne 
to aflirm that he was not a member of a 
Communist organisation. Milton Mayer 
discovered that he need only sever his 
organtiaf tonal con fleet ion with the party, 
in short, he could be a supporter of the 
party but need only sign a paper 
he was not a member, to travel freely, 
ihi^ resistance to authority is pointed 
out by Mayer as 'a uame which even a 
pawn can play* 

A further essay 'Tht iribuie Money' 
gives an account of his conflict with the 
inland Revenue when he declined lo pay 
5U since it was buying ilimgs not fit 
for human consumption with ii\ (As 
1 said Mayer is no anarchifir.J He writas. 


'But how can a million old men w'ho 
ibcmselvcs will not decline lo hire the 
killing expect a million young men to do 
it? How can T urge others to do what I 
do not care lo do myself? Of course the 
government doesn't want me for iniliiary 
service. 1 am over-age. .“Spavined, hump¬ 
backed. bald and blind. The government 
doesn't want me. Men arc a dime a 
dozen. What the government wants is 
my dime to buy a dozen men with. If 
I decline to buy men and give them guns, 
the govenimcni will. 1 suppose, force me 
to. 1 offer to pay all of my taxes for 
peaceable purposes, the only purposes 
which history suggests will defend demo¬ 
cracy; the government has, 1 believe, no 
way. under the general revenue system, to 
accept my offer, i like the out-of-doors 
and I do not want lo go lo jail. I could 
put my property in my wife’s name and 
bury my money in a hole or a foreign 
bank account. But I am not Al Capone. 

I am, as Veepings himself said of me, an 
honest man. And 1 am not mathemati¬ 
cally minded; if 1 did try deceit. I’d be 
caught.’ This cs.say testifies to the be¬ 
wilderment of Ihc official mind con¬ 
fronted with something they do not 
understand—which means most things. 

Even the great corporations are not 
exempt from Mayer’s defence when 
necessary. In the real American indi¬ 
vidualist tradition he defends Maxwell 
House Coffee against government seizure 
of fifty-four hundred jars of Maxwell 
House Coffee for varying the weight con¬ 
tent of its 'Giant Economy Size’ in 
breach of regulations by the Food and 
Drugs Adn^inistralion. Mayer writes 'I 
shall be told that I sound like Senator 
Goldwater, and I shall reply that if I 
sound like Senator Goldwater. Thomas 
Jefferson, H. D, Thoreau, and Hugo 
Black, so much the w^orsc for all of them 
to be seen in each others company and 
mine. Men may be scared to death of 
government for different reasons, and the 
issue is not the man but the issue’. It 
may be remembered that Wilhelm Reich 
vvas prosecuted and persecuted by this 
same Food and Drugs Administration. 

Another essay starts, '1 do not know 
whether ii is treasonable to discourage 
recruitment to the United States Army in 
peacetime—I don’t even know if this 
is peacetime (1947)—^but one way to find 
out whether an act is treasonable is to 
commit it and sec what happens: which, 
with your kind permission, I shall pro¬ 
ceed to do here’. And he does so, H*s 
essay is called The Army Builds Men' 
and replies 'The army builds dead men 
and has never built anything else— any 
army, anywhere in the history of the 
world. 

The proper business of every army 
everywhere is killing. 

Its proper business is not physical 
training, or education or travel, or com¬ 
panionship, or the life of Reilly; it is 
kilting. Killing, and nothing else, is what 
the army is for, and the only thing It can 
properly build is killers and kiJlces,' 

He deals among other things with a 
meeting in Pomona where right-wingeri 
in the audience insisted on enforcing a 
mass loyalty oath on the meeting and 
how a speaker (not Mayer) shamed thtf 
audience nearer to a true understanding 
of the nature of loyalty and pointed out 
the harm caused by people who were 
afraid to be thought disloyal. He has an 
essay entitled 'The Tomb’ on an air*raid 
shelter. There are essays on A. J. Miiste, 
Roger Touhy and Robert Morse Lovett. 

His most interesting essay and one 
that, in the Quaker phrase, speaks nearest 
to our present condition is one The Issue 
in Miscegnalion' in which he examines 
the uJiimalc in racial tolerance at which 
many liberals baulk, lliis essay pushes 
the point now being conceded in Selma, 
Alabama to a further point which is what 
arnanmusido. Jack kogjNSOK. 

What ('an a Man Dol Milton Mayer 
(he University of Chicago Fress 1964, 
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OUT OF THIS WetU 


‘Vietnam: Mr. Wilson accepts LBJ Move’- Evening Newe 


Tut luuokv niAf the has always 

been here (i.e. 'the si'L'Tdy-siaic, theory’ 
of astronomers) was seemingly weakened 
by evidence demonstrating that Ihe 
world began willi a not with a 

whimper, Wcslcrn diplomats, according 
to The Thnes, have hinted to the Chinese 
that any at lack by her upon South Korea 
in rclaliaiion for North Vietnam raids 
will be followed by nuclear attacks upon 
China. Climbers erecting a 37 ft. banner 
reading Peace in Vietnam’ in letters five 
feel high on the |40 ft. pinnacles of 
Kings College, Cambridge, complained 
to [he Dean of the dangerous condition 
of the stonew'ork on the pinnacles and 
concluded 'unless work is effected imme¬ 
diately Ihe safety of fuiLtre climbers of 
your chapel is in grave jeopardy'. , , . 
Roiii^tt'T i-OwnLL, the American poet, 
wrote lo President Johnson: 'When 1 
was telephoned Iasi week and asked to 
read at the White House Festival of 
Arts, 1 am afraid I accepted somewhat 
rapidly and greedily, I thought of such 
an occasion as a purely artistic nourish, 
even though every' serious artist knows 
ihai he cannot enjoy public celebration 
without making subtle public commit- 
mems. After a week's.wondering, 1 have 
decided that I am conscience bound lo 
refuse your courteous? invitation. I do 
so now in a public letter because my 
acceptance has been announced in the 
new'spapers and because of Ihe strange¬ 
ness of the administralion’s recent 


actions. Although ( am very enthusiastic 
about most of your domestic legislation 
and intentions, 1 nevertheless can only 
follow our present foreign policy with 
the greatest dismay and distrust. ’^Vhat 
we will do and what we ought to do as 
a sovereign nation facing other sovereign 
nations seems lo hang in the balance 
between the better and wonc altcma- 
livcs. We are in danger of impercepiibly 
becoming an explosive and suddenly 
chauvinistic nation, and wc may even 
be drifting our way lo the last nuclear 
ruin, i know it is hard for a responsible 
man to act; it is also painful for the 
private and irresolute man lo dare 
criticism. .^i this anguished, dcllcalc 
and perhaps delcrmining moment. I feel 
I am serving you and our country best 
by not taking part in the White House 
Festival of .\rls'. . , . 

Mr. STEPHEN SPENDTR, British ex-left- 
wing poet, has been appointed Con¬ 
sul Ian I in Poetry in English to the 
Library of Congress, Dame Rebecca 
West received an honorary' Doctor of 
Literature degree from New York 
University. The United States Infor¬ 
mation Service in its handout slates . . , 
'in The A/cn^ Meaning of Treason she 
has illuminated the meaning of civilised 
community, and the tragedy of aliena¬ 
tion from it', Mr. Albert Finne>\ the 
actor who claimed to be a failure at 
schooL received an Honorary Doctorate 
of Letters from Sussex University. The 


CND CONFERENCE 


^HE ANARCHIST contribution to this 
^ year’.s Easter M ireh was once more 
the subject of debate at the Whitsun 
CND conference, i oeds CND had .sub¬ 
mitted a resolution .ailing for marshals 
lo refrain from co-ofierating with police 


against marchers on future demonstra¬ 
tions. 

The executive, pLainly embarrassed, 
only permitted a brie^ debate after which 
Cecil Bailantinc, Siaater 1965 Chief 
Marshal, gave his ersion of the events 


operative behaviour of the police and 
never mentioned (lecj alone condemned) 
the unprovoked aitj|ck on anarchists 
in Victoria Street on^^ter Monday. 

In addition nijua7 comrades who 
marched at Easter to 

leam that Mr. BalMiine claims to have 
tried to speak to (the anarchists on 
Easter Sunday and I alurday but says he 
found that they wou d not co-operate. 
After this confi rencq rejected the 
Leeds resolution but passed another one 
calling for better i|iiirshalling arrange¬ 
ments next year and asking aU marchers 
10 co-operate with marshals. 

All other radical* resolutions which 
found their way on|to the agenda were 
also defeated. Bristol University CND’s 
call for CND to advise its supporter; 
not to vole was (Overwhelmingly lost 


(However it is an encouraging sign that 
according to the Bristol delegate this 
motion had originally been proposed by 
a local CND member who was a Labour 
election worker last October,) 

The Stoke Newington CND resolution, 
reminding conference of the efiecliveness 
of industrial action against the bomb, 
fared rather better. In spite of a hysteri¬ 
cal contribution by Walter Leaeh, of 
the executive, to the effect that CND 
must not ’blackmail a democratic govern¬ 
ment’ was only defeated by the narrow 
margin of 41-32, 

After the Whitsun conference the posi¬ 
tion is quite clear. CND started in the 
streets as an attempt to break through the 
political impotence of the ordinary man. 
The oxecufive has succeeded in dragging 
the campaign out of the streets back into 
the corridors of power. The emphasis 
for future activity is not on breaking out 
of the old political channels but on going 
deep into them (i.e, lobbying MPs, cam¬ 
paigning for summit conferences). The 
executive presumably expects the active 
campaigners to accept this. 

If the number of people behind the 
anarchist and Committee of 100 banners 
at Easier, and the solidarity shown last 
month with the soldier arrested at the 
Vietnam demo are any indication, they 
may find it more tricky than they expect. 


Stuart Christie 

OARBARA RENSHAW, 4 Clarence 
^ Road. Devonshift! Park, Birkenhead, 
Cheshire, has copieslof a petition to the 
Prime Minister. ^he says previous 
protests may have hipped to save Stuart’s 
life; further protests may help gel him 
released. Please help protest by collect¬ 
ing signatures for the petition. Barbara 
also sends an extract of a letter from 
Stuart: T am in the best of health and 
have plenty to occupy me both spiritually 
and physically. 1 work most of the day 
(5i days per week) and study in the 
evenings so lime has iosi alt meaning 
and importance for ^e, living, as I do, 
in a social vacuum. 


The Porton Fast 

A bout 2d people took part in Ihc 
4K luHir lusl, iii ganiited hy the London 
( ojjjmillee ul I Off. at j^orton over 
Wfijlhun. Ihe Jasl hegan with a public 
meeting, tollowing which eight of the 
jiitiiers went up to Ih^^ gates of Porton 
where (hey stayed fm the 4h hours, 
spending the nights in leuis, t he other 
fasler. clayed by the (iiiililhall steps 
during (be day and slept in u private 
house at night. 

ll was hoped tjmt soinu of the Porton 
scjcrtiisis would conw to discuss with the 
1 asters the conversion of ilic establish¬ 
ment lo peaceful use, but the only Porton 
employee lo conic visiting was the 
security uNicer. Mr. Church 

i he fast was broken at midday on 
Whit-Monday with Stwp and bread. A 
public meeting loilowcd during which 
several copies of the Ollicia) Secret* Acts 
wcic burnt I1ic ashc-i o| ihcxe Act* have 
been sent to Mr. Cieprge Wigg. 

f T)t>i 


Mrs, Christie has just returned f/om 
Spain. She was allowed to sec Stuart 
for one hour each of the five days she 
was there, and on two occasions in the 
Governor’s office. He has only just 
received the parcel of food which the 
Chrisiie-Carballo Defence Committee 
sent several months ago via the British 
Consul, 

Apparently he is looking very fit and 
well. He is still working as an assistant 
to the Prison Dentist and is studying 
hard. ArrangemenLs are being made for 
Stuart to lake 'A’ levels while in prison. 
He still wants books on history and 
English literature. 

According to Stuart's lawyer the time 
is not ripe for an appeal. This may be 
due in part to the fact that he (the 
lawyer) has not been paid. We hope a 
donation towards his fees will help the 
.situation. 


PRESS FUND 

KINANC'JAL statement 
WEEK 13, JUNE 12, m$t 
Expenses! 23 week.s al £70: £1610 

jiiciiine: SiiIcm uuiJ Subs.: £1511 


DEliaX £99 


Newryi J H. 1/9; Msucle^fidrfi P,8. 15/-; 
Ojeford: F.E. 5/-; Croydon: J.B. £1 
Snuthnnipiou; P.W. 10/-: Slirewsbnryj 

J G 5/ ; Surrey: F.B.* 5/-; WiudMM': M G. 
to/.; (lieBejnbatu; UG.W.* 10/-; Sbure- 
hum: J,K- 5/; Edlnhurgh: A.R. 10/-; 

Dirmiiiglmin: C.H. 9/6; I'lilkirk; E.B. 2/6. 

TOTAL £5 18 f 

FfcviousJy Adinowledged: £480 19 6 


19«5 Totiil to Date £486 18 3 


^Denote* Rcguliir Contributors 


Beatles wtiic made Mcnibcm of the Mm 
E xcellent Order of rhe Bntith htEi|Mre 
and Violet ( and Jack Wtfqer 

(both of uhiint tmderstoori to 
television vnienaineii) %seffi given tbc 
Order of the British Empire. Itm wmi 
some confusion w'hcfi ihc Dame eff Sark 
WAS made a Damc^ bul some 5 tinRti&» 
lion when it was decided thaJt fcmghft- 
hoods take instant effect without haviag 
to wail to be tapped on the xlBmjders 
with a sword. T^cre were no political 
peerages in the Birthday Honours lisl 
but Mr. Harold 'Wilson (an ex-ircnsiircr) 
waji elected honorary member of Oxford 
Itniversity Li bend Huh *ai a mark oT 
appreciation for his past services to the 
Liberal Club and hts present ^vices to 
the Liberal Paity'. An honorary dcgTO 
of Doctor of .Science was conferred ut 
Cambridge LInfversily on Dr, Barnes 
Wallace, inventor of the bomb which 
made it possible to drown 1,217 people 
all at the same time. . . , 

Im: MiLBotiHNi itEKALD described the 
firing of ii iweniy-otie gun salute for the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s birthday «is 'an 
oumioded piece of nonsense’ and com¬ 
plained of other salutes as being 'point¬ 
less ritual’ and ‘futile cannonading'. The 
chairman of the Urban Council of 
Chertsoy, Surrey, has refused to become 
a magUtraic- He says he would not bp 
able to sleep af night if he hatl to send 
people to prison, . . . 

Ai r KANK.S liAVi?. been nbolLshed in the 
Chine.sc Army, soMiers must now address 
each other by name and tide such as 
’Comrade Chang'; by name and job, 
such as ’Company Commander Chang'; 
by ‘Comrade’ and job^ such as 'Com¬ 
rade Company Commander' or just as 
'Comrade fighter', . . . 

A .SPOKESMAN for the Johns Hopkins 
Applied Physics laboratory ha,s dis¬ 
closed that the earth is in fact, slightly 
pear-shaped and the equator is elliptical. 
Mr, Samuel Shenton of The Flat Earth* 
Society speaking of the pholograph.s 
taken by spacemen said, 'The only thing 
that keeps me going is the hope that 
the younger generation will some day 
throw out the great mass of falsification 
we have been taught all our lives’. 

Jon Quixote, 


Contact Column 

Spontaneous Uiilvmf<y„ Will anyone 
interested in starling a spontaneous 
university of the type suggested by 
Trocchi in ’Anarchy 31* or in an 
academic secession as suggested by 
Paul Goodman please contact Chris 
Holmes at 39 Hannon Road, 
Blmiingbaui, 34, 

Kirkdale School, South London's new 
co-educational and progressive day 
school offers ski lied teaching by 
qualified teachers, small groups and 
modern methods lo children of 3i 
to 13. 186 Rirkdale, S£.26. TeL: 

SYD 0149. 

Minus One, Individualist anarchist re¬ 
view. No, 8 now on sale, 9d. post 
free, from Freedom Bookshop. 

Anyone interested in a camping holiday 
in North Wales, July 10-24, contact 
S, E. Parker, 2 Orsett Terrace, 
London, W.2. 

Got a BSE Licence? West Midland Cdtn- 
mi Tee of lOO/Birmingham Group 
going to Faslane leaving Birmingham 
9 p.m, Friday, June 25, leaving Glas¬ 
gow, Sunday morning 27 have coach 
but no driver. Any offers? One or 
more required. Fare paid to and 
from Birmingham, and expenses. 
Contact Peter Neville, 12 South 
Grove, Erdington, Blnningham 23 
as soon as possible. Seats available 
35/-. Book now. 

Leicetftcr Accoimiiodatloii, Unfurnished 
cheap weather-proof accommoda¬ 
tion wanted by mature (?) student, 
wife and two children. Any pro¬ 
posals (sharing, etc.) considered, 
Mike Radford, 90 Westfield, Harlow, 
Essex. 

UA-G* Two, Barn / Sliidio / Basement 
wanted to house meeting place, 
library, etc, for LAG 11. Sugges- 
tions, idoas^ details and dciaik of 
rent required to J. Rety, 10 Gilbert 
Place, WJC.L 

Liherturian Kibbutz, Student looking for 
one of these to work at in the 
Summer, If anyone can reconmicnd 
one, either agricultural or industrial, 
plcasp tell George Matthews, c/o 
University Uoion» Park Place, Edin¬ 
burgh 8. 

Aceommodafioa^Loiidoii. Anarchist IS, 
seeks cheap accommodation with 
others. West London preferred. Con¬ 
tact A.M,, 28 Sun Street, Haworth, 
keighlcy, Yorks, 

London Acconuttodbtlon. Couple and 
son (two years) seek 2/3 unfuniished 
rooms. North London. Box 8. 

If you wish to make malmu let tia know. 
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The Couitould’s 


Shike 


QNE OF THE accusa^iotii^ laid by 
British workers against immi- 
gruDts. especially co<o«red. U that 
if there was a slump, they would 
work for lower than the recogn«^ed 
rates of pay. Tn fad, they arc some- 
limes suspected of doing this even 
now. However the ncceni strike by 
immigrant workers at the Cour- 
laulds factor>' at Preston is an 
example, and there have been 
others, that they are just as ready 
as anyone else to taice action to de¬ 
fend their interests. 

The.se 800 men dowmed tools, on 
May 24. in protest against a new 
agreement between their union, the 
TVansport and General Workers 
llnion. and the management. This 
agreement laid down that in future 
in the lyre cord spinring depart¬ 
ment. tw'o men would operate three 
machines between them as opposed 
to one man to one machkie at pre¬ 
sent. For this, their pay would go 
up by 3d. an hour. Quite a good 
return for Courtaulds. a 50% in¬ 
crease in the production norm for 
about 10/- extra a w'eek in wages. 

Mr. Roberts, one of the English 
shop stewards at Courtaulds, de- 
£cnl>cd the agreement as ‘fair and 
reasonable'. Not by any stretch of 
imagination could the agreement be 
called this and Mr. Roberts must be 
talking out of the back of his head. 


UNOFFICIAL MEETING 


management, at the shop stewards' re¬ 
quest, made special arrangemenis for 
briefing sessions ’rtilh small groups of 
workers during working hours, Indi¬ 
vidual stewards, according to Roberts, 
made it their business to explain the 
new. scheme to the men m their depart- 
meni. 

‘But the strikers insist there was no 
proper prior consultation with the men 
on the shop floor and that the stewards 
'‘sold them out" to the management. 
On April 26. ihe> pointed out* there 
was a unanimous vote against the 
scheme at a mass meeting. The stewards 
had therefore agreed that it should not 
be implemented, but had then gone back 
on their word. Mr. Roberts, when 
questioned about Uiis, replied lamdy 
that it had been an unoflrciai meeting, 
the workers should have taken the 
trouble to attend the branch meeting 
in order to put their case.' 

Obviously Lhit so-called unoIRdal 
vole fs of far more imponance than the 
branch meetings where the notice of the 
agreement was given to members. 
Apparently these branch meetings are 
vcr>' badly attended as is common 
throughout the trade union movement. 
As a shop steward. Mr. Roberts knows 
this only too welh and one' wonders 
what sort of pressure came from the 
TGVV U for the agreement. At the same 
time, the shop steward representatives 
the strikers are hardly doing their 
job if they ignore a vote of this kind. 

The Courtaulds factor>' at Preston 
employs about 70% coloured labour, 
though there are confliciing views on 
this figure. 90% of the men employed 
on spinning are coloured, which includes 
Indians, Pakistanis, Africans and West 
Indians, Other workers employed in a 
productive capacity are ‘European 
Aliens'. As for the English workers, 
these* says the Peace aiiicle. "did 

not join in because, with few CKcepliqns, 
they have the easy or supervisory jobs 
in the plant and are quite satisfied with 
their conditions," 


The strikers complained that, there 
were no adequate consultations between 
ihcm, the shop stewards and the union. 
According to a ruport in Iasi week's 
Peace Ara-y both Roberts and Page (the 
local organiser), “coniend that 

the workers were adequately informed 
of the new scheme. NegotialionG about 
it started eight months ago; and the 


BAD WORKING CONDITIONS 


THE ECONOMIC CIRCUS 


Continued from poge I 
rational society, but should either remain 
fairly constant or show a gradual rise as 
people learn to demand more from life. 
Consequently, if production were planned 
lo meet these ne^s. which we emphasise 
could be met without any difflCuUy or 
Kacrifice on anyone's part, there would 
be no need for crises, no woriy about 
boomt’ and slump:, and no problem of 
tile wetiknesv of sterling The crises of 
production that do occur arc solely due 
to production being geared to proftl and 
competition and. in the inlerniilional 
capitaUst world, a nationalised company 
is just as much concerned with profit (and 
uniniercsicd in providing goods and 
services where tliey are needed) as a 
private firm 

It ilk natural, within die context of 
captiaiist economics, that Imanciers and 
shareholders do not ask wfuii is needed 
by the world, in which due there would 
be far more Itiod produced and power 
status giving luxurios. more easily hiuli 
house;, and fewer luxury flats, but wfiat 
is likely to sell Since several uf them 
get the idea at the same time, vona^one 
IS bound to he left with a factory 
equipped to produce goods lluit cannot 
be sold, and the easiest excuse it to 
blame it ori lack of competilivcncst in 
the export rtiarktri. high labour costt, or 
anything lo denecf aUention away from 
the fact that capitalism is an extremely 
wasteful and iriefficicnt hystem If it 
Were only the shareholder!: who luflcred 
when they came out lust in the draw, us 
rt would be if tcxtlMiok^ on econornir- 
were to be believed, wc would «hcd no 
leafs, but the tragedy is that ordinary 
people are always tbe losers in the 
competition between finandcrs. When 
there is a crisis in Ihc motor car or 


SELLERS WANTED FOR ANARCHIST LITERATURE 
Support Open-air Meetings, Hyde Park on any Sunday 


U seems that shop stewards and the 
TGWU ofiicials have not taken the 
trouble to explain this agreement. Lan¬ 
guage dimculUe^ do not help, bui 
apparently the noiices relating to the 
new manning arrangements, wliich were 
not posted until an hour after the start 
of the afternoon shift, came as a sur¬ 
prise lo the workers. After all, if you 
voted against the agreement at a factory 
mceiing, you do not expect lo find it 
foisieti on you just like that Their 
views were just ignored. This could be 
bad Fcprcsentaiion or even a certain 
prejudice on behalf of the parlies to 
the .^greemcmi, who jyobably fell that 
the immigrants, both coloured and white, 
did noi matter no much and that they 
would accept the agreement without 
any fuss. 

The divisions thnt obviously exist at 
the Preston plant can only benefit the 
managcmenl. As one striker said. They 
are making big protiia from us. Now 
they want to make more/ Tf agreements 
of this kind are accepted, a precedent 
will be set. In ihiE case the English 
worker may well be alTecIcd and will 
find himself in the ciLrt'. havuig allow'ed 
the management to get away with it in 
Ihc cord spinning department. 


'CXULOURED ONLY’ UNION? 


This siluation does not extend loathe 
spinning 

object to working in an unhealthy en¬ 
vironment. with acid fumes causing skin 
and chest complaints, as well as making 
breathing difhcuU and giving rise to 
headaches. 


aeroplane industry, the cars and obsolete 
pJaocs lie out in the dumps while the 
workers get the sack, and millions of 
other people are living in ihc slums of 
our big cities which would have been 
eliminated years ago if the skill of these 
workers had been employed on solving 
this problem 

WH4T CAN BE DONE? 

What wc would like to get acro.HS to 
the workers of Britain and ihc world is 
that ihe pseudo-problems caused by 
fluctuations in dollar reserves and sterling 
strength are not basic co the real prob¬ 
lems of producing enough for a good 
standard of living. They are purely 
ripples on the surface which may favour 
or hurt an individual capitalist, and in 
ihe latter case bring out a wordy 
denundaiion of the current government, 
it wiJJ certainly hit groups of consumeri* 
and wage earners and affix:! thejr voting 
aliegianec, but (hat they are in themselves 
only the constantly recurring symptoms 
of the fundamental ^ickne^i^^ of capiUiUhm. 

I l)c aboJiiion of Ihc system based on 
pigducijon for proht in not mentioned 
as u possible notuturn by any of the 
major polnical puriics for any oilier 
parly wjihiii riglil uf power), and cun in 
tact only be carfied out hy workeis 
acting togethc! in their own jnlcreslv 
independentiy of pohticianv 

That obvioudy lies a long way in the 
future, but for the preienl lei iis riuike 
our conifibutiun by following George 
BrTiwn‘s advice and di«bcUcvjng what 
wc read in Ihc prc»s. but go i little 
further and disbelieve anything that jsoH- 
licians tell uv, and build up movementv 
huitabk for dealing with the n^litiev and 
nut tile superlicjMlitics of soda! and 
1 ,'ConorMic life in our sociely. 

KH 
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MEMO TO INr. GUNTER 


‘A Still Tongue 


Keeps 0 Wise Head' 


pjAV GUNTER stranded at London 


Mr, Sawl. an oi^aniser for the Racial 
Adjustment Action Society has sug¬ 
gested a union for coloured workers. 
Although Ji is understandable that these 
strikers should fed let dowm by their 
union, forming a sepsirate ‘coloured 
only' union would be a big mistake, only 
.serving to divide the w^hilc and coloured 
workers and giving the management one 
more weapon to split their employees, a 
situation in which all workers lose. 

Ilie Action Corntnittec uf the strikers 
has seen this, and arc endeavouring to 
straighten out the misunderstandings 
w^bich have arisen. They appeal to "all 
trade unionists in this countr)' to send 
representatives to mndersiand and in- 
v^estigate the case and to help to resolve 
the deadlock. The Committee also 
appeals to Lite TGJ^'L to send a team 
of its expert jiiveati^aton to find out if 
the local branch utfShc Union has not. 
through indifferenc^ apathy and dis¬ 
crimination at local jevcU made matters 
worse." I 

The divisions whjch now exist be¬ 
tween workers at (^purtaulds must be 
closed. An organisation at rank and file 
level which re preset^ all the workers 
must be built up* it seems that the 
TGWU secs nothing}wrong in this type 
of agreement, and it is likely that simi¬ 
lar ones will be negotiated in the future. 
Mr. Page, the IGWU organiser, said 
that his union's policy was to get in¬ 
creased productivity provided that the 
workers 'got a share of the cake', and 
this from a represertlative of a union 
whose executive voted against the in¬ 
comes policy. 

Jf this is the .sort of thing ihai the 
TGWU is going in for, then all workers, 
whatever their colour or country of 
origin, had better get together to make 
a stand based on common understanding 
and brotherhood, rather than taking 
part in a dispute where men arc divided. 

The sirikcrs have returned to work 
now, accepling a new’ time and motion 
study formula. 

P.T. 


.■\irpoTt—terrible calamity. He was 
choked—understandably so—then came 
the vicious diatribe against fhe airport 
vvorkerx who were on strike, I have 
always been led to believe that Gunter 
was a trade unionist and therefore 
should appreciate the situation. Not 
llkdy* Gunter dives In head first and in 
the w^ords of the TGWU organiser John 
Cousins, ‘A ridiculous thing to say. It 
simply exasperated a ver>' delicate sittm- 
tion'. Not a word about the employers* 
no hesitation about who was in the 
wrong. 

As was to be expected! Gunter re¬ 
ceived the praise of the National Press. 
The Evening Ne^vs editorial (8.4.65) 
describes him as 'one of the most clear 
sighted members of the present admini- 
sfration'. 

The London Airport dispute wois not 
an isolated incident; maintenance men 
and engineering workers have bad to 
struggle to make progress. Obviously 
on (his occasioit the BEA management 
were determined to have a show-down. 

REA porters are among the lowtst 
paid workers in the Corporation. Their 
demands in the past have either been 
ignored or have been lost in the archaic 
negotiating machinery. As for striking 
at an inconvenient time—what a lot of 
dap-trap! You strike when the oppor¬ 
tunity is there for you to win, i.c, peak 
travel, not when it's slack, when a dis¬ 
pute would not hurt the employers at all. 

The points that stuck out most in 
this dispute, were the frustration of the 
workers, the criminal stupidity of Gunter 
and the identification of John Cousins 
with the rank and file. Wc can rest 
assured that ihe d'GWU willi keep an 
eye on young John in the future* Idenii- 
ficatlon with the rank and file is nor 
for full time ofTicials. 

This BEA dispute has provided the 
union reformers another hook to hang 
their hats on* The ,5i4/!juv Telegraph 
congratulates Gunter and Milward on 
their lough alliUide, Everyone is right 
bar the workers. Funnily enough though 
when the workers stop the job stops, and 
the Gunters and MUwards can scream 
until they are blue in the face and the 
situation will be the same for a long 
lime to come. 


LTNOFFIO.AI, INDl'STRIAl, ACTION 
^J'lTIS Li^NOFFlCIAL industrial action 


is really catching on, 5,000 workers 
at Tate and Lyie refinery^ have intposed 
an overtime ban in support of their 
claim for a pay rise of 9d. an hour 
(12F/ If this has no effect on Mn 
Cube, then the men wifi start a cam* 
paign of fortnightly 14 hour stoppages. 
Olficiab of the NUGMW are rather up¬ 
set because they told George Brown 
that they supported his Wage Freeze 
Policy* Tate and Lyle also identifies 
itself With the Government's policy on 
prices and incomes* The Sugar workers 
have a tight on two fronts. 

The employers offer 3d. an hour (4%) 
and arbitration on the rest of the claim. 
At one stage the workers modified their 
claim to 6d, an hour but when the 
company insisted on arbitration for the 
amount over 3d. they returned to their 
original demand. Tale and Lyle claim 
that group results have dropped from 
£8.7m. in 1964 to £6.5m, this year. 
Maybe they should reduce their subs 
‘Aims for Industry'. 

FORDS ‘TRY IT ON^ 

E very time fords open up a 

new^ plant, they try for a cheaper 
rate than Dagenham* When they set 
up the new factory at Hale wood. Liver¬ 
pool. the workers were on a cheaper 
rate for a period of lime. It took them 
three years to get the same rate and 
then only after strike action Iasi month. 
In the meantime Fords made £20 million 
profit. 

Fords are developing in Wal^ and the 
cheap rate has been negotiated again by 
the NUGMW, Their excuse: FoTda 
have to train men so they cannot be 
expected to pay the rate for the job. 
Scotland had better look oui^—Fords are 

coming your w-ay! _ 

EQUAL PAY ‘NOT ON’ 

T he government is opposed to 
equal pay in principle at this time. 
A woman delegate pointed out at the 
ETU conference that after the ‘package 
deal' a woman's pay would still be 
18s, lOd, below the male labourers rate. 
Of course, equal pay would certainly 
blow sk\ high Brown's wages policy; it's 
better that women should work at cut 
rates. Equal pay will have to be fought 
for—it certainly won’t come by rcsolu- 
liori. Bill Christopher. 


LETTER 


DOES THE WORKING 
CLASS EXIST? 


i>ear ItrothorR, 

pETER CAIXJtiAN PERSISTS in dis- 


cu«^ing Miirx as if anarchists Inr 
hUiiie uf them I were Marxists My last 
lullur largely devoted to pointing out 
that dospilc Mar Vs excellent analysis of 
society hi& conclusions were oppiificd by 
anarciijsts because of ihoir authoritarian 
riaiufc But, prinuitvjlly. I 
cerned with (’adogan's attack on workm* 
control and his assucttitb^’i dlls with 
Marx. 

' "\M>fkcrs' coniror' bunk\ he wrote. 
So alstf might Marx have written. But. 
apparently, Gadogati** oppoaltion h 
ba«d. firMly in his denial of the ciii- 
lence of the working secondly, 

on his instslcncc in "imalLgfoup 
resptmsibility* 

Even (wu thousand odd years ago 
Arititutle wrote tliai tlw princiiitil divid¬ 
ing factor in miciciy was Ui division into 
'haves' and 'have-ntiul the ‘haves', 

being poRWMed of dio power of govern* 
ment. form a isitcd protected 


w iih the prestige and force of government. 
(Jccasionally the oppressed and undcr^ 
privileged hucoiiie aware of Ihis position 
and comhino toguLher to eilhei overthrow' 
the establish men I or just to improve ihelr 
niaicrbi conditioiiii. Lliis comcnmsness 
and lesuitunl union givejr rise to con¬ 
cepts of dans loyally, aolidarity, cic.. 
w'hich no serious student uf society can 
deny, t adogan':* .statement that 'people 
are people . iitdivduals are tndividua 
id fair enough but CKtraordinarily naive 
Jf it is intLMided {as he intends it) to 
deny social groupings, i.e classes. The 
concept ‘working class* may owe Its 
ddinitjon as such to Marx, the social 
scientist, but its reality aa fact h quite 
independent of Marx. Obvioujily, the 
siTcial conscioLisnets of the fact depends 
on the degttio of struggle at any given 
time, (.‘udogan should diBtmguish between 
his commendable desire for a classless 
society and the presumt reality of class, 
i.o. the diviaton of society into privileged 
and unprivileged sections'biistid on the 


poSsSessioEi or lack of material wealth. 
Maybe in Cambridge this fact is not 
apparent but in Bolivia (today) or Spain 
(1936) it h and was inescapable. 

‘Small-group responsibility' is fine— 
but not always practicable. We are 
living in a world of three billion people. 
To satisfy iheir material needs large 
industry is necessary. The iotelligem 
anarchist not only faces up to this fact 
but realises that the anarchic society 
wit] be the most highly organised because 
the organisation necessary for social 
existence will come from 'below' rather 
than 'above', viz, people will vitally and 
actively participate in the organiitation 
of society by equally sharing in the 
management of tbcir profession or 
industry (Worker Control) rather than 
have the decisions made by the few— 
government and/or etnploycfx, 

Aitckhtnd, NJ?. W, G, LANGPoitD. 
May 51, 1965. 


STUART CHRISTIE STILL HAS 
1,000 WEEKS TO DO 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING ? 
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